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1. Exhibitions and associated events

1.1 Studio Ceramics - from 21 September 2019
The team at Ancient House has worked with Dr Francesca Vanke, Norfolk 
Museums Service (NMS) Senior Curator and Keeper of Fine and Decorative 
Art on the new Studio Ceramics: Materials, Makers and Meanings exhibition. 
This was opened by Cllr John Ward, Chairman of the Norfolk Joint Museums 
Committee and Cllr Brenda Canham, Mayor of Thetford on 20 September 
2019.  The exhibition complements the domestic scale of the museum and 
makes effective use of the high-quality modern display cases in the main 
exhibitions room. Studio Ceramics: Materials, Makers and Meanings presents 
the best in NMS’s collection of British studio and art pottery. Many of the items 
on display are from a recent donation and are seen here together for the first 
time. Dating from the 1870’s to the present day, the exhibition features 39 
pieces made by around 30 different makers including some of the leading 
names in ceramics over the past 100 years such as Bernard Leach, Lucie Rie, 
Edmund de Waal and Kate Malone. The display includes portrait photographs 
of the potters and video footage of Walter Keeler and Ruthanne Tudball, who 
has her pottery studio near Dereham. Many of the photographs were kindly 
given for use in the exhibition by photographer Ben Boswell and the museum 
shop is stocking his book for sale.  For further information about Studio 
Ceramics: Materials, Makers and Meanings, please see the link below from 
the NMS website:
https://www.museums.norfolk.gov.uk/ancient-house/whats-on/studio-ceramics
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1.2 Pride of the People: Helping History Out of the Closet Teenage 
History Club Exhibition Project.  Pop-up exhibition
In autumn 2018 the Ancient House exhibited Pride of the People: Helping 
History out of the Closet curated by the Museum’s Teenage History Club. 
Learning Officer Melissa Hawker worked with the young people to curate this 
exhibition exploring LGBTQ+ history. As part of its role as an Arts Council 
England (ACE) National Portfolio Organisation, NMS is committed to 
supporting the ACE Creative Case for Diversity, diversifying both the 
audiences to the museum and also those voices within its displays.  

The ‘pop-up’ version of the exhibition created in association with South 
Norfolk District Council has toured to various museums and other community 
venues in Norfolk including the Millennium Library in Norwich, Lynn Museum 
(to coincide with the King’s Lynn Pride event), Poringland Library, Long 
Stratton Library and Attleborough Library.  In November it was shown at the 
Provoke conference in London.

As an indicator of the national significance and reach of this work, Melissa 
Hawker and one of the young people from the Teenage History Club gave a 
presentation at the 2019 annual Museums Association Conference in Brighton 
about the Pride of the People project.

2 Forthcoming Displays

2.1 Thetford Treasure exhibition
The British Museum has agreed to lend a number of items from the Thetford 
Treasure for display at Ancient House in 2020.  There will be a selection of 
items from the late Roman hoard of inscribed and decorated silver spoons 
and gold jewellery including the well-known gold belt buckle decorated by the 
figure of a dancing satyr, a Roman mythical creature. 

Staff at Ancient House are liaising with the loans coordinator at the British 
Museum to confirm exact dates. The display is likely to run from June to 
November 2020. The Ancient House benefits from high security display cases 
in the changing exhibition room which facilitates loans from national 
collections.

2.2 Brecks River and Fen Edge landscape project.  
The Ancient House is part the Brecks River and Fen Edge landscape project 
which has recently succeeded in its application for National Lottery Heritage 
Fund support. The project has secured a £2m National Lottery grant as part of 
the proposal for a £3.5m landscape conservation project, building on the 
successful Breaking New Ground Landscape Partnership Scheme. The 
project will engage local communities, schools and like-minded organisations 
to enable them to understand, reveal, celebrate and protect the lost heritage 
of the Brecks’ Fen Edge & Rivers over the next five years.  Rated as one of 
Britain’s top three landscapes for freshwater wildlife, the Brecks are home to 
nature as significant as that in the New Forest and the Broads. Across the 
scheme area lie biodiverse chalk streams and networks of ancient Pingo 



ponds. Although the area is famed for being sandy and dry, it is the watery 
landscapes that are the driving force behind the area’s unique biodiversity, 
and its history of human settlement. The Ancient House will receive funding as 
a partner organisation to produce exhibitions and activities on the themes of 
Vikings and Riverside Heritage.

2.3 Duleep Singh Gallery Feasibility 
Feasibility work continues for creating a new display in one of the upstairs 
rooms at Ancient House to make more of the unusual connections between 
the Museum and the Maharajah Duleep Singh and his family, especially his 
son Prince Frederick Duleep Singh.  A number of private donations have been 
received towards this project totally approximately £2,500. 

Connections have recently been made with the Sikh Museum Initiative based 
in Leicester and the Centre for Punjab Studies at Wolverhampton University to 
help shape the project. Links are being maintained with Sikh historian Peter 
Bance, who is supporting the museum with the project. The Museum plans to 
submit a funding application to the National Lottery Heritage Fund and is also 
exploring a bid to the Arts and Humanities Research Council in association 
with a selection of university partners. The target date of 2024 has been 
identified for this project, that year marking the 100th anniversary of the 
museum opening.

The Museum was represented at the commemoration at Elveden churchyard 
and at Thetford Guildhall to mark the anniversary in October of the death of 
Maharajah Duleep Singh,

3 Learning for Adults, Children and Young People

3.1 Activities for children and Families
The Ancient House Museum continues to offer a popular programme of 
themed gallery discovery trails, with a new trail available for each week of the 
school holidays. The museum provided World War Two themed activities for 
families in the October Half term holidays.

3.2 Museum Clubs
The Mini Museum Club aimed at those under 5 remains popular.  The group 
meets once a month. This activity forms part of an increasing Early Years 
offer across NMS. The after-school History Club for Primary School aged 
children meets on a Wednesday afternoon. 

The after-school Teenage History Club continues to meet on Friday 
afternoons. Recent activities have included work on a ‘Murder Mystery’ 
Christmas public event at Ancient House for the annual Christmas Lights On 
event in conjunction with Thetford Town Council. 

The work of the Teenage History Club connects well with the NMS-wide Kick 
the Dust: Norfolk project. This is a significant 4-year project supported by the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund. The project is aimed at young people aged 



11-25 years of age with specific focus on young people who face significant 
barriers to participation in heritage and arts activities. This includes harder to 
reach groups of young people: care leavers, children who are looked after, 
refugees and YMCA clients. The Kick the Dust project aims to work with 8,000 
young people between July 2018 and June 2022

Members of the teenage history club attended a Kick the Dust Takeover Event 
at the national HQ of the National Lottery Heritage Fund and at the Museum 
of London on 22 November.

3.3 Textile groups
The Museum continues to hold Knit and Knatter sessions at the Museum and 
a spinning group also meets at the Museum on a regular basis, offering 
demonstrations to visitors.  Members of the textile groups contributed to the 
annual knitted poppy appeal for the British Legion and have made knitted 
Christmas decorations for sale in the museum shop.

3.4 Talks programme, in association with the Friends of the Museum
A programme of illustrated talks continues to be offered at Ancient House 
Museum on Tuesday afternoons.  Attendances average 15-25, with a number 
of the talks being delivered by NMS staff. A recent talk was on Voices from 
the Workhouse by NMS Curator Dr Megan Dennis.
.
3.5 Schools
The Museum continues to offer a wide range of learning opportunities for 
schools.  Delivery of the sessions is typically by a combination of museum 
staff, experienced freelancers and volunteers.  A tried and tested format is to 
offer a ‘carousel’ of activities around the building with groups of schoolchildren 
moving between the activities such as object handling, drama, craft and food. 
Recent school visits have included Focus Global School and Norwich Road 
Academy.

4 Ancient House and the Media

4.1 Appearances on BBC Radio Norfolk
The Museum has a regular History Corner feature on Radio Norfolk.

4.2 Social media 
The museum continues to develop its social media presence, with Twitter and 
Facebook accounts being maintained by staff. The Ancient House Museum 
accounts continue to grow, with the Twitter account having 3,020 followers 
with Facebook having 1,013 follows. The Ancient House participated in 
several national social media campaigns including the #QueerNMS month, 
#MuseumMemes and #ThanksToYou
.



5 Other Museum Developments

5.1 Volunteers
A small team of volunteers meets on a weekly basis in the Museum. 
Volunteers have continued with a programme of documentation work involving 
the photographing and cataloguing of some of the recent acquisitions. The 
team’s work enhances and illustrates the museum catalogue available online 
through the NMS collections website.  

Volunteers also contribute to the work of the learning team through delivery of 
the Mini Museum Club for the under 5s, the delivery of sessions for schools 
and preparing resource boxes for learning activities. 

5.2 Friends of the Museum
The Friends of the Museum continue to support the Museum through 
fundraising and promoting the Museum in the town. 

5.3 Teaching Museum Trainee Scheme
During 2019-2020, the Ancient House will continue to host a 12 month paid 
traineeship, provided through the NMS Teaching Museum programme.  The 
2019-20 Ancient House trainee is Paula Murphy, who has contributed to the 
museum’s after-school History Club, work with the Teenage History Club, a 
volunteer project to make new learning resources and the research and 
production of the Studio Ceramics exhibition. The traineeship is funded 
through the NMS Arts Council England National Portfolio Organisation 2018-
2022 Business Plan. 
This link is for a blog post by Paula on her work with Norfolk Museums:
https://nmsteachingmuseum.wordpress.com/2019/09/30/a-day-in-the-life-of-a-
curatorial-trainee/

5.4 David Osborne’s postcard collection fundraising
The Ancient House is raising funds to purchase the David Osborne postcard 
collection comprising over 1,000 cards of Thetford views from the 1870’s to 
the present day.

6 Visitor Numbers  

6.1 Up to date visitor figures will be circulated at the meeting.

7 Resource implications

(a) Finance None
(b) Property None
(c) Staff None
(d) Information Technology None
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8 Recommendations:

That the Area Museums Committee notes the report

Originator of report:
Oliver Bone
Curator
Ancient House Museum of Thetford Life
Tel: 01842 752599 e-mail: oliver.bone@norfolk.gov.uk 
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